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TO:

Action to protest the incarceration of
infants and children at the U.S. border

Single postcard: cut-fold-and-tape version
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Scholars disagree about who might have said (approximately), “All that is 
needed for the triumph of evil is that good people do nothing.”  But whether it 
was Edmund Burke or John Stuart Mill or somebody else, they are talking to 
us right now.
.

.

These are times that try people’s souls.

An America that kidnaps and mistreats infants and children, no matter where 
they were born, is not the America I signed up for.  And it is probably not the 
America you signed up for, either.  Please print the included  postcards and use 
them to tell your Senators and Representative that America can do better.  Also, 
communicate with as many Senators and Representatives as you possibly can, 
not just those of your State, and discuss the crisis of government-implemented 
child abuse with your friends and neighbors. 

What are WE going to do about this? One problem with living in a democracy 
is that we are responsible for what the government does on our behalf, and 
with our tax dollars.  How comfortable are you with the U.S. Government 
mistreating children on your behalf? Really...
.

.

Beyond sending protest postcards, please visit your representatives in person 
and insist that they find a better way of sheltering immigrant families.   If we 
can put a bunch of people on the moon, we can certainly put a desperate family 
in a safe and sheltering space. That’s what we sing about when we sing, “Oh 
beautiful, for spacious skies...”,  our capacity to do the right thing. 
.

.

We take two painful lessons from history. The first is that tyranny, by slow 
degrees, implicates everyone as passive accomplices in its cruelties.  The 
second is that whatever is done to the powerless, will eventually be done to 
everyone.  If we allow prison camps for children to grow in America, it may 
well be our own children and grandchildren who will be the future prisoners.  

As a community activist in Santa Barbara recently said: “They are all our 
children.  No. Wait a minute. That’s not enough! They are all my children.”

Actions to Protest the Incarceration of Infants and Children

Oakland, CA    Activist, Santa Barbara

Rev. Molly Young Brown
     

Writer and Ecology Activist
Mount Shasta, CA

Angela Dawn Parker Rev. John Stoner  Kiki Corbin

Santa Barbara, CA   Isla Vista, CA   Santa Fe, NM

Community Activist Akron, PA   Naturopathic Healer  

San Rafael, CA

Rev. John Mabry  Mother and Community and Writer,  Santa Barbara
                                            Jeanne Northsinger  David Richo, Psychotherapist

Dennis Rivers, Writer Maia, Poet   Vijali, Artist

Find U.S. Senators:
 https://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm

Find U.S. Representatives:
  https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative



 The Chord of Conscience: Eight Audiences of Nonviolent Protest

Over several decades of participating in nonviolent demonstrations against war, nuclear 
weapons, and nuclear power/waste, I have been struck by the complexity of the communication 
processes involved.  During those same decades I became a communication skills coach, which 
inspired me to try to understand protest as a many-faceted conversation. 

1. To the victims of injustice we say, “we have not forgotten you, we will not be a part of the 
conspiracy of silence that ignores your oppression.”

By Dennis Rivers  – Editor,   –  Email:    –  2019 Editionwww.EarthCitizens.net rivers@EarthCitizens.email

Although one would imagine that protest is aimed at authorities, my list below suggests that 
authorities are only one audience of several, and perhaps not always the most significant. From 
this perspective, each protest of conscience is a deep act of faith.  Although our conscious 
intention may be to reach a specific audience, we will never know all who observe us, and all the 
meanings they take away from their encounter with our protests.
.

In my experience, nonviolent protests invite us to a deeper level of heart presence, because there 
can be many audiences to an act of conscience and each audience may (and probably will) take 
home a different set of messages. Here is my preliminary list of the various audiences and the 
possible different messages, based on my participation in many nonviolent protests. These are 
the messages that I personally hope to send, but I realize that, because of the creative open-
endedness of human communication, they are not all automatically sent.
.

.

.

4. To more distant regulatory authorities we say, “Look what’s going on over here! Do your job 
(fulfill your mandate of office) and change this situation.” and/or... “follow a higher mandate (of 
truth and justice) and change this situation.”
.

.

.

5. To representatives of the news media we say “Watch this act of conscience... this is really 
unusual and/or creative and/or symbolic... you’ve never seen this before... or you haven’t seen 
this in a long time,” with the hope of carrying the deeper message, “Pay attention to the problem 
that has caused us to demonstrate.”

3. To the authorities immediately in charge of the offending process (toxic waste dump, nuclear 
power station, etc.) we say, “your mistakes are known by everyone, now. There is no sense in 
trying to hide or deny the problem. Now is the time to start working on a solution.”

.

2. To our fellow protesters we say, “I join you in speaking out, I honor your love of life, I join 
with you to share whatever suffering our speaking out may bring upon us.”

6. To ourselves, we say, “I will not become a silent accomplice to this crime. I will assert my 
integrity as a person, against the powers that be, by saying “no” to the current way of doing 
things and “yes” to a better way.”

7. To the general public/bystanders we say “Join us and withdraw your consent from this crime. 
Communicate with legislators and regulators and let them know you don’t agree with this 
offense against (human rights, God, nature, the Constitution, etc.) and you want them to 
represent your views.”

other manifestations of ultimate reality, “I walk with You and keep faith with You as I follow 
Your way of kindness in a world full of greed, hatred, oppression and confusion.”

.

8. To God, Jesus, the Buddhamind, St. Francis, Spirits of the Grandparents and/or
.
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