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A.  Course Description

In this course, we will focus primarily on the mature work of Jung, written in the period after his 1944 
heart attack when he was 69. Jung wrote about this time in his life as a period of liberation:

After the illness a fruitful period of work began for me. A good many of my
principle works were written only then. The insight I had had, or the vision of the
end of all things, gave me the courage to undertake new formulations. I no longer
attempted to put across my own opinion, but surrendered myself to the current of
my thoughts. Thus one problem after another revealed itself to me and took shape.
(MDR, p. 297)

Many psychologists have avoided this mature work in their assessments of Jungian psychology because 
it is embarrassingly inconsistent with the dominant paradigm of Western scientific and philosophical 
thought in at least three ways. First, it is a social critique of the entire edifice of European and American 
colonial culture: the way we live, the way we think, the way we educate, and the way we treat ourselves 
and others. (Jung wrote, “People live as though walking in shoes that are too small for them.”) Second, it
challenges the whole notion of psychology as belonging to the domain of a private and personal interior 
walled off from nature, community, and history, (and worse, questions the brain as the seat of the 
psyche). Finally, third, it reaches toward the relativity of space and time as fixed factors organizing the 
world, and the possibility that certain psychic factors may exist in realms outside space and time as we 
understand them. 

An encounter with these ideas is (and ought to be according to Jung,) a profound intellectual and 
spiritual struggle for many educated in modernist paradigms.  Through this encounter, however, Jungian
psychology can still be a treasure chest of inspiration for those in the 21st century searching for new 
ways to live that prefigure a more compassionate and just world. There is no expectation in the course 
that you will accept or reject, like or dislike any of Jung’s psychology, only that you explore his ideas 
and reflect on your own responses.

In each our three sessions, we will take up as themes the central tensions animating Jung’s late work. In 
Session One, Structure and Liminality, we will explore the relationships between conventional habits of 
thought and action (that anthropologist Victor Turner called “structure”) and periods chaotic and 
creative aliveness (that Turner called “liminality”). Both Turner and Jung along with many others 
believed that both were necessary for a healthy life if the two experiences could be successfully placed 
in conversation, implying a dialogue between “self” and “other” that unfortunately seemed largely 
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impossible in the colonial and authoritarian world of twentieth century Europe. In Session Two, Defense
and Hospitality, we will analyze the context that both shaped and blocked Jung’s ideas, focusing on the 
factors that lead to rigidity and repression and those that open toward hospitality to the new. Here we 
shall also have to ask about our own very difficult to discern context, the cultural structures that 
surround our reception of Jung’s work in the 21st century, and the experience of trying to get some 
distance from those structures. Finally, in Session Three, Spirit and Nature, we will contemplate those 
elements of Jungian psychology that are most “outside the box” of contemporary scientific thought and 
attitude. 

B. Course Schedule and Reading

Session One: Structure and Liminality
In our first session we will wade directly into the deep waters of Jung’s mature work by reading several 
of his most important late essays collected in Volume 8 of the Bollingen Series. I have assigned first, an 
article of my own that references my personal struggle with Jungian ideas during my time at the Zurich 
Jung Institute where I trained as a Jungian analyst. One’s personal responses to this material are all part 
of the process of coming to terms with psychological theory, because our psychological lives are also 
the laboratory where we test these ideas. For Jung, “the ‘personal equation’ has a telling affect upon the 
results of psychological observation…. There is no medium for psychology to reflect itself in: it can 
only portray itself in itself…” (The Spirit of Pyschology, p. 427) When reading the Jungian essays 
assigned for the first session, please take notes (not to turn in) that might include summaries of 
arguments, thought maps or diagrams of psychic processes being described, personal responses and 
associations, doubts or questions, and critiques. When you have finished the readings, please write a 2-3 
page response paper (to turn in) that might include an analysis of one or more of the texts, questions or 
doubts, critiques, or personal responses and associations with the material. If you want to bring in a copy
of an art work or drawing or image or thought map that illustrates your understanding of the texts, please
attach it to your paper.

Readings for the first session:

Lorenz, H. (1999). Windtrails. In R. Goldstein (Ed.), Images, Meanings, Connections: Essays in 
Memory of Susan R. Bach (pp. 47-55). Einsiedeln: Daimon Verlag

All of the following essays are in Jung, C.G. (1969) The Structure and Dynamics of the Psyche, Vol. 8 
of the Bollingen Series of the Collected Works of C.G. Jung. Princeton: Princeton University Press

The Stages of Life (pp.387-403)
The Soul and Death (pp.404-415)
Review of the Complex Theory (pp.92-106)
Instinct and Unconscious (pp.129-138)
The Structure of the Psyche (pp.139-158)
On the Nature of the Psyche (pp.159-236)
General Aspects of Dream Psychology (pp.237-280)
On the Nature of Dreams (pp. 281-300)
The Transcendent Function (pp. 67-91)

Session Two: Defense and Hospitality
In this session we will look at the social context that gave rise to Jung’s psychology, including family, 
cultural, psychological, and political structures that may have affected it. We will begin by reading a 
1979 analysis of Jung’s life and times by University of Chicago psychology and religious studies 
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professor, Peter Homans. Then we will consider three essays by more contemporary writers Mindy 
Fullilove,  Wendy Brown, and Gloria Anzaldua, with suggestions about what kinds of cultural factors 
may be affecting our own abilities to host or defend against the new and other, including Jungian ideas. 
Each class member will be responsible for doing an oral presentation on one section of the reading, 
reflecting on both Jung’s context and our own. You will also be asked to bring in a creative project to be
explained in class.

Readings for the second session:

Homans, P. (1979/1995). Jung in Context: Modernity and the Making of Psychology. Chicago: U. of
Chicago Press

Fullilove, M.T. (1996). Psychiatric Implications of Displacement: Contributions from the Psychology of
Place. American Journal of Psychiatry 153:12 , December. (pp. 1516-1523)

Brown, W. (2010). Desiring Walls. Walled States, Waning Sovereignty. (pp 107-133). Cambridge,
Mass.: MIT Press

Anzaldua, G. (2002). Now let us shift…the path of conocmiento…inner work, public acts. This Bridge
We Call Home (pp. 540-576). New York: Routledge 

Session Three: Spirit and Nature
In our final session, we will take up Jung’s most mysterious and hopeful ideas about healing, meaning, 
wholeness, rebirth, and redemption. This work was based on a lifetime of observation of his own and 
others’ dream series, symptoms, and transformations, while attempting to move beyond these 
experiences to hypothesize about what type of evolutionary world structures could explain these facts. 
We will again read Jung’s original work followed by more recent writing commenting on its 
implications. Students will be asked to bring in another creative project to be explained in class.

Readings for the third session:

All of the following essays are in Jung, C.G. (1969) The Structure and Dynamics of the Psyche, Vol. 8 
of the Bollingen Series of the Collected Works of C.G. Jung. Princeton: Princeton University Press

The Psychological Foundation of the Belief in Spirits (pp.301-318)
Spirit and Life (pp.319-337)
Basic Postulates of Analytical Psychology (pp.338-357)
Analytical Psychology and Weltanschauung (pp.358-381)
The Real and the Surreal (pp.382-386)
Synchronicity: An acausal Connecting Principle (pp.417-532)

Additional Readings:

Lorenz, H. (1999). Synchronicity in the 21st Century. Jung, the e-journal of eh Jungian Society
for Scholarly Studies. 2.2.
Halifax, J. (1990) The Shaman’s Initiation. Revision,  Vol. 13, Issue 2, pp. 53-62

           Tacey, D. (1998) Jung and the New Age: A Study in Contrasts. Review of Contemporary
Contributions to Jungian Psychology, March/April 1998, Vol 5, No.4
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C.   Course Requirements

Assignment for first session:
#1A: Take notes on Jung essays
#1B: Write 2-3 page response paper

Assignments for second session:
#2A: Prepare a ten-minute oral presentation on selected chapter
#2B: Bring in a creative project (to be explained in first session)

Assignments for third session:
#3A: Bring in a creative project (to be described in second session)
#3B: Write one page about the process of #3A

Final paper (#4):
Write a 10-12 page paper relating to the essays we have read together. There are two choices of
topic. Either:

Analyze one of the three themes we worked with in Jungian psychology, Structure and
Liminality, Defense and Hospitality, or Spirit and Nature,

 or
Choose a feature film that illustrates some aspects of Jungian psychology and explain how.

Final paper or request for incomplete form is due postmarked on or before April 18, 2015.  Be sure to 
include your name and the course number on both the title page and envelope, as well as a stamped, self-
addressed envelope if you want the paper back with comments. No credit will be given for late papers.

Incompletes:  Students are allowed four incompletes per academic year. Students must submit a 
request for an incomplete on or before the assignment due date. Incomplete work for this class is
due postmarked on or before July 13, 2015. When you complete the paper send it directly to the
faculty and include a Grade Change Form.

Attendance: Pacifica’s attendance policy states that missing more than 1/3 of any course will 
result in a fail and necessitate retaking the course.  For further information please refer to the 
Student Handbook.

Honesty and Plagiarism Policy:  Pacifica expects all students to complete assignments in 
accordance with the Honesty Policy published in the Student Handbook.  Plagiarism from any 
source (i.e., book, internet, fellow student, newspaper, etc.) is a serious breach of academic 
honesty, subject to dismissal from Pacifica Graduate Institute.  It is assumed that students will do
separate written work for each course.  If you wish to use similar material for different courses, 
you must first obtain explicit permission from your instructors.

Self-disclosure.  Please note: Assignments and class discussions, which offer the opportunity for 
self-disclosure, may generate anxiety.  There is no requirement that you disclose your personal 
history and your grade will not be affected by your decisions not to disclose.  An alternative 
activity will be planned in lieu of the disclosure.  It is, however, important to note that these 
disclosures may offer opportunities to expand how you understand human behavior and that 
anxiety is often a prerequisite for personal transformation.  
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D. Required Reading 

Books:
 

Jung, C.G. (1969) The Structure and Dynamics of the Psyche, Vol. 8 of the Bollingen Series of 
            the Collected Works of C.G. Jung. Princeton: Princeton University Press

Homans, P. (1979/1995). Jung in Context: Modernity and the Making of Psychology. Chicago: 
U. of Chicago Press

Articles from DPC 761 Electronic Reserves or to be received by email:
(To access the electronic reserves log into http://pacifica.docutek.com and click on Electronic
Reserves and Reserves Pages. Type the course number into the search field. Click on Search, or
hit the Return button. Click the appropriate course. Type in the password: Jungpsych.

Lorenz, H. (1999). Windtrails. In R. Goldstein (Ed.), Images, Meanings, Connections: Essays in
            Memory of Susan R. Bach (pp. 47-55). Einsiedeln: Daimon Verlag

Fullilove, M.T. (1996). Psychiatric Implications of Displacement: Contributions from the
Psychology of Place. American Journal of Psychiatry 153:12 , December. (pp. 1516-1523)

Brown, W. (2010). Desiring Walls. Walled States, Waning Sovereignty. (pp 107-133).
Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press

Anzaldua, G. (2002). Now let us shift…the path of conocmiento…inner work, public acts. This
Bridge We Call Home (pp. 540-576). New York: Routledge 

Lorenz, H. (1999). Synchronicity in the 21st Century. Jung, the e-journal of eh Jungian Society
for Scholarly Studies. 2.2

Halifax, J. (1990) The Shaman’s Initiation. Revision,  Vol. 13, Issue 2, pp. 53-62

           Tacey, D. (1998) Jung and the New Age: A Study in Contrasts. Review of Contemporary
Contributions to Jungian Psychology, March/April 1998, Vol 5, No.4

E.  Suggested Reading

Jung, C.G. (1990). Basic Writings of C.G. Jung, Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press

P. Young-Eisendrath and T. Dawson, (Eds.), Cambridge Companion to Jung. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press

http://pacifica.docutek.com/
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F. Course Objectives, Program Goals, and Assessment

Course Objectives Program Goals
(See Section G)

Assessment

Develop critical understanding of basic themes and 
structures of Jungian Psychology

1 Final paper

Analyze social context of Jung’s life and times and 
develop multiple possible interpretations of its impact on 
Jung’s work\.

1,5 Assignment
1A,2A

Appreciate links between Jungian psychology, creative 
arts, and ritual processes

3,4 Assignment
2B, 3A, 3B

Articulate relationshops between Jungian psychology and
liberation and ecopsychologies.

2,4 Final paper

Students will be graded based on the following rubric:

Participation in classroom discussion:   15pts
     Assignments:

#1B:        15 pts
#2A:        15pts
#2B:          5pts
#3A:          5pts
#3B:          5pts
#4:            40pts 

Final paper (40 points) will be assessed on the following criteria:

30-40 points - demonstrates a thorough and accurate understanding of theories presented and 
their underlying philosophical assumptions but also engages in original critical interpretation.
Excellent work with sources and high level writing skills

20-30 points - demonstrates strong understanding of theories and shows some originality of 
thought.  Good work with sources and good writing skills

10-20 points - less than comprehensive understanding of material but otherwise accurate use 
of theory when applied.  Adequate referencing and writing skills

0-10 points—inadequate work in one or more dimensions (theory, content, research, writing)

The combined grading scale for all work is as follows:
90-100 = A
75-89 = B 
60-74 = C
50-59 = D
Less than 50 = F
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G. Program Goals 

1. Critically analyze, integrate, and effectively communicate (orally and in scholarly 
writing) multiple theoretical and applied approaches to depth psychology.

2. Apply, evaluate, integrate and create various depth psychological research methodologies
to address intrapsychic, interpersonal, somatic, group, cultural, community, and/or ecological
issues, integrating diversity considerations. 

3. Critically apply depth psychological sensibilities: capacity to identify, analyze, and 
interpret images, symbols, metaphors, somatic states, psychological complexes and other 
unconscious dynamics; capacity for self-reflection and engagement in intrapsychic, 
interpersonal, and collaborative dialogues.

4. Critically analyze, integrate, and evaluate diverse community psychology, liberation 
psychology, and ecopsychology theories and methodologies with regard to improving and 
sustaining holistic individual, community, cultural, and ecological well-being.

5. Practice participatory action research, program and organizational evaluation, group 
approaches to cultural and ecological fieldwork, and community counseling and advocacy 
skills, applying ethical considerations that address social justice and responsibility, including 
issues of power and privilege.

6. Utilize effective scholarly and diverse popular education communication and 
dissemination venues to engage diverse audiences in order to contribute to the solution of 
community, cultural, and ecological problems and the creation of sustainable and  holistic 
individual, community, cultural, and ecological well-being.


